Global Nutrition

April 15,2018

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen Senator Richard Shelby

2306 Rayburn House Office Building 304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congresswoman Nita Lowey Senator Patrick Leahy

2365 Rayburn House Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congressman Hal Rogers Senator Lindsey Graham

2406 Rayburn House Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Rogers, Chairman Cochran, Ranking Member
Leahy, and Chairman Graham:

As a community of faith leaders, we write to thank you for your leadership on global food security and nutrition, and
to urge you to protect critical funding for these programs in the FY 2019 State and Foreign Operations
appropriations bill.

We care deeply about the health of vulnerable populations worldwide, and we know that American leadership is
needed now more than ever as we face an unprecedented global challenge of four potential famines, and more than
65 million displaced persons worldwide.

We are deeply concerned about the steep cuts to global food security and nutrition programs in the President’s FY
2019 budget request. Specifically, the budget request calls for a severe cut to the Nutrition sub-account within the
Global Health Programs of USAID. More than 27 million children under 5 were reached by USAID nutrition
interventions in 2016 alone. A 40 percent cut, as proposed in the FY 2019 budget request, would result in 11 million
children not being reached with vital nutrition interventions. According to a recent study, every dollar spent on
nutrition in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life can save an average $45 and in some cases as much as $166. We
should be increasing U.S. support for nutrition, not pulling back.

The President’s budget request also proposes steep cuts to the Feed the Future global agriculture development
initiative and calls for the elimination of the McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Child Nutrition
Programs and the PL 480 Food for Peace program. Lastly, the budget request calls for severe cuts to the
International Organizations account and related multilateral funding streams, through which the U.S. government
supports the critical food security and nutrition work of agencies such as the World Food Program, UNICEF, the
Foreign Agriculture Organization, the International Fund for Agriculture Development and the World Health
Organization.

We understand the challenges you face within a limited budget, but we know the truly life-saving impact of U.S.
investments in global food security and nutrition. As a community of faith, we are called to action to help uplift the
most poor and vulnerable. Therefore, we respectfully request that you protect funding for these critical programs.
Thank you for your continued leadership and for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Taylor Bell Ministries Coordinator, Baptist Church of the Covenant Birmingham, AL
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