
 

July 6, 2017 
 
Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen 
2306 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515  
 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
2365 Rayburn House Office Building       
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Congressman Hal Rogers 
2406 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Senator Thad Cochran 
110 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Senator Patrick Leahy  
437 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Senator Lindsey Graham 
290 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Rogers, Chairman Cochran, Ranking Member 
Leahy, and Chairman Graham: 
 
Thank you for your leadership in support of maternal and child health programs serving the most vulnerable. As faith-
based organizations and individuals who view these programs as a moral responsibility of the United States, we are 
grateful for your commitment to saving the lives of women and children around the world. As your committees develop 
the FY 2018 State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bills, we write to express our support for fully funding the 
International Affairs Account at the FY 2017 enacted level. We specifically request that you maintain level funding for 
the maternal, newborn and child health and international family planning accounts. 
 
As members of the Faith-Based Coalition for Healthy Mothers and Children Worldwide, a network of advocates speaking 
out about the struggles that mothers and children in developing nations face daily, we know that an investment in family 
planning is an investment that saves lives, particularly in areas of conflict and instability. 
 
When women and girls lack access to the education and resources they need to create a healthy plan for becoming mothers, 
the result is tragic—303,000 women in developing nations die from preventable complications during childbirth, and 5.9 
million children die before their fifth birthday each year. In many cases these mothers and children are without a home 
or the resources needed for basic care due to conflict, as women and girls make up 80 percent of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and refugees globally. 
 
If we zero out funding for international family planning in the global health programs account, as the President has 
recommended, thousands, and possibly millions, of lives could be lost. We respectfully ask you to consider this cost and 
to restore the funding to international family planning at FY17 levels. 
 
We recognize the difficult decisions you face in a constrained budget environment, but we know the truly life-saving 
impact of U.S. investments in women and children. As people of faith we believe that we all have a duty to do what is 
within our power to help uplift these women and their families to flourish through improved health.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Senator William H. Frist, MD 
Founder and Chair, Hope Through Healing Hands 
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Anita Smith President, Children’s AIDS Fund International Washington, DC 
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