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THROUGH HEALING HANDS

July 6, 2017

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen Senator Thad Cochran

2306 Rayburn House Office Building 110 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congresswoman Nita Lowey Senator Patrick Leahy

2365 Rayburn House Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congressman Hal Rogers Senator Lindsey Graham

2406 Rayburn House Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Rogers, Chairman Cochran, Ranking Member
Leahy, and Chairman Graham:

Thank you for your leadership in support of maternal and child health programs serving the most vulnerable. As faith-
based organizations and individuals who view these programs as a moral responsibility of the United States, we are
grateful for your commitment to saving the lives of women and children around the world. As your committees develop
the FY 2018 State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bills, we write to express our support for fully funding the
International Affairs Account at the FY 2017 enacted level. We specifically request that you maintain level funding for
the maternal, newborn and child health and international family planning accounts.

As members of the Faith-Based Coalition for Healthy Mothers and Children Worldwide, a network of advocates speaking
out about the struggles that mothers and children in developing nations face daily, we know that an investment in family
planning is an investment that saves lives, particularly in areas of conflict and instability.

When women and girls lack access to the education and resources they need to create a healthy plan for becoming mothers,
the result is tragic— 303,000 women in developing nations die from preventable complications during childbirth, and 5.9
million children die before their fifth birthday each year. In many cases these mothers and children are without a home
or the resources needed for basic care due to conflict, as women and girls make up 80 percent of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) and refugees globally.

If we zero out funding for international family planning in the global health programs account, as the President has
recommended, thousands, and possibly millions, of lives could be lost. We respectfully ask you to consider this cost and
to restore the funding to international family planning at FY17 levels.

We recognize the difficult decisions you face in a constrained budget environment, but we know the truly life-saving
impact of U.S. investments in women and children. As people of faith we believe that we all have a duty to do what is
within our power to help uplift these women and their families to flourish through improved health. Thank you for your

consideration.
Sincerely,
/
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Senator William H. Frist, MD
Founder and Chair, Hope Through Healing Hands
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Co-Founder, Blood:Water & Author

Artist (Sugarland)
Director of Label Operations, Provident Label Group
Artist & Speaker

Music Producer

Associate Pastor, Lakewood Church
Actor & Philanthropist

CEO, Baptist Global Response
President, Gospel Music Association

Palo Alto, CA

Nashville, TN
Franklin, TN
Franklin, TN

Franklin, TN
Houston, TX
Franklin, TN
Nashville, TN
Nashville, TN

Music Producer & Artist-in-Residence, Lipscomb University Nashville, TN

Development Director, Bridge2Rwanda

Outreach Director, Crossroads Church

Outreach Pastor, North Metro Church

Directors, The Justice Conference

Director, Christian Life Commission, Texas Baptists

Vice-President/Assistant Executive Director, ShowHope

Medical Director, Hope for Haiti Foundation

Nashville, TN
Lafayette, LA
Marietta, GA
Chicago, IL
Austin, TX
Franklin, TN
Raleigh, NC

President, National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference Sacramento, CA

Senior Pastor, Vineyard Church
Executive Director, Lwala Community Alliance

Associate Pastor for Campus Ministry, University
Presbyterian Church

Global Outreach Pastor, Northeast Christian Church
President, National Latino Evangelical Coalition

Pastor, Calvario City Church

Sr. Servant, Metropolitan Interdenominational Church
Sr. Pastor, Christ Presbyterian Church

Director, 3DM; Author & Speaker
Sr. Pastor, Christ Church Nashville

Outreach Pastor, Real Life Church
Sr. Pastor, Baptist Church of the Covenant
Manager, Third Day

Author & Speaker
President, Children’s AIDS Fund International

Dayton, OH
Nashville, TN
Chapel Hill, NC

Louisville, KY
Orlando, FL

Nashville, TN
Nashville, TN

Minneapolis, MN
Nashville, TN
Clermont, FL
Birmingham, AL
Brentwood, TN
Franklin, TN
Washington, DC



Michael W. Smith
Shepherd Smith
Durwood Snead

Jeff Spry

Anne Stafford, MD

Rev. Becca Stevens
David Stevens, MD, MA
Curtis Stoneberger
Andrea Summer, MD

Jason Surratt
Cathy Taylor, DrPH, MSN, RN

Debbie Taylor

Steve Taylor

Third Day

David Vanderpool, MD
Stephaine H. Walker, MD

Jim Wallis

Kathy Walmer, MSN, CPNP
Barrett Ward

Stefanie Weiland

Rev. Dr. Rob Weingartner
Rev. Chad Wible

Bruce Wilkinson

Jessica Wolstenholm

Singer/Songwriter

President, Institute for Youth Development
GlobalX: Director, North Point Community Church

City Connections, Inc.

Pediatrician, University of Alabama-Birmingham

St. Augustine’s Chapel; Founder, Magdalene/Thistle Farms
CEOQ, Christian Medical and Dental Associations
Executive Vice-President, Mocha Club

Co-Director, International Adoption Clinic, Medical

University of South Carolina

Franklin, TN
Washington, DC
Atlanta, GA
Little Rock, AR
Birmingham, AL
Nashville, TN
Bristol, TN
Brentwood, TN
Charleston, SC

Pastor of Stewardship and Global Missions, Seacoast Church Charleston, SC

Dean & Professor, Belmont University

Artist & Mother

Recording Artist & Filmmaker
Christian Band

Founder, LiveBeyond

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Vanderbilt University
Overseer, Mt. Zion Baptist Church Health Care Ministry
President and Founder, Sojourners

Executive Director, Family Health Ministries

Founder & CEO, Live FashionABLE

Executive Director, LifeNet International

Executive Director, The Outreach Foundation

Sr. Pastor, Community Covenant Church

President & CEQO, Catholic Medical Missions Board
Author & Co-Founder, Gather & Grow

Nashville, TN
Nashville, TN
Nashville, TN
Atlanta, GA
Thomazeau, Haiti
Nashville, TN

Washington, DC
Durham, NC
Nashville, TN
Orlando, FL
Franklin, TN
Kirkwood, MO
New York, NY
Brentwood, TN



